From; Bob Cordie, Project Biologist, The Dalles/ John Day Dam

Date; 7/16/05

Re: Possible alternatives to The Dalles tribal shad fishery

The tribal shad fishery at The Dalles east fishway exit has demonstrated negative impacts to salmonid passage for the last 3 years. Impacts are measured by salmonid fallback through the east count station, which is located 6 weirs downstream of the exit. Several ideas were attempted to reduce salmonid impacts, but seemed to have failed.

I recommend stopping any future fishing at this location.

Alternative locations and methods have been dicussed among project fisheries and should be explored. 

1) John Day south exit forebay – a debris sheer boom with a 4’ skirt was installed 2 years ago from unit 1 to approx 300yds upstream shore. Many shad have been observed accumulating inside this area. Modifications can be made to this boom to better accommodate shad fishing containment.

2) The Dalles consistently has higher shad counts than Bonneville. This could be a result of navlock passage at Bonneville. If this holds true, a containment system can be used in the navlock area of Bonneville.

3) Shad primarily the overflow section of weirs and will not use orifices. A diversion system for an overflow on a weir can be constructed to pass shad into a containment system.

4) 1.0’ overflow on weirs tend to delay shad passage. Projects change to 1.3’ to pass shad when passage numbers exceed 5K/day. Project can hold weirs at 1.0’ and let shad accumulate. Harvest can occur in places they tend to congregate.

5) …

